
A publisher with heart and soul    
Congratulations to Barbara Scheuch-Vötterle on the occasion of her 75th birthday 
 
“The most wonderful thing about my job is that the boundary between my professional and 
private life is fluid”, says Barbara Scheuch-Vötterle with full conviction, who celebrates her 
75th birthday on 27 November. 50 years ago, in 1972, she joined Bärenreiter alongside her 
father Karl Vötterle who had founded the company in 1923 in Augsburg. When he died three 
years later, she assumed full responsibility for the music publisher which had grown from 
modest beginnings to an internationally active player in the music industry. To simply maintain 
what she had inherited, however, was not her thing. Together with her husband Leonhard 
Scheuch she made decisions that defined the profile of the company: the relinquishing of 
publications unrelated to music; the closure of the engraving and printing department which 
had become uneconomical; the consistent expansion of the catalogue into areas that were new 
territory for Bärenreiter. Part of this development was the integration of English, Russian, 
Italian and particularly French music, the edition of the complete Beethoven symphonies, and 
as a basis of all efforts the focus on the “Bärenreiter Urtext” brand. The goal: to provide 
musicians worldwide with all great works of music history in Urtext editions. 
Almost from the beginnings until today, contemporary music has occupied a permanent place 
in the company’s catalog. The internationally successful composers include Dieter Ammann, 
Beat Furrer, Matthias Pintscher, and Miroslav Srnka.      
Today close to 120 employees work for Bärenreiter and the other companies of the Bärenreiter 
Group in Kassel, London and Prague. This makes Bärenreiter one of the largest publishers of 
classical sheet music worldwide. It has always been important to Barbara Scheuch-Vötterle to 
link musicological competency to the publisher. The quality and reception of Bärenreiter 
editions – half of the production is exported – prove her right. 
During recent years Barbara Scheuch-Vötterle and her husband have allocated more and more 
responsibilities to their son Clemens Scheuch who became the third CEO in 2021. The 
transition of the family business to the next generation, a stress test for many companies, runs 
a smooth course. 
In 2023 Bärenreiter will celebrate their 100th anniversary. It is to a large part thanks to Barbara 
Scheuch-Vötterle that the small publisher, which was launched in the living room of the 
founder’s parents in Augsburg, advanced to a world market leader. She has held the reins to a 
significant extent during quite exactly 50 years of those 100 years that Bärenreiter exists.   


